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PROTECTION AND CONTINUITY OF TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE
HERITAGE AND CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS

There is a need to protect the diverse culture in the state by bringing
out a holistic culture policy. There is also an exigency for documentation of
tangible and intangible heritage in the state. It was observed that there is
huge potential to tap the culture heritage in promoting tourism in the state.
There is also scope of introducing cultural heritage training in schools by
incorporating a new curriculum in schools. There are unique features in the
state which require documentation like paddy cum fishing by Apatanis in
Ziro, use of household ash by Galos as insect repellent, wood carving by
wanchos, bead making, handmade paper by Monpas, exquisite carpets
from Kameng, use of local medicinal plants for treating ailments etc.



Hence it was suggested in the conclave that state may form a new

cultural policy which is holistic in nature covering all the tribes of the state.
It was also recommended to conduct a linguistic survey in the state. To
preserve the local language, it was suggested to introduce the local
languages in upper primary schools in the state in consultation with
Community Based Organisations. It was also proposed to create a digital
museum in the capital and cultural museum in all the districts.

Majority of the suggestions were accepted by the Government of

Arunachal Pradesh which have been included in Budget 2018-19:

a) For the purpose of capturing the main aspects of tangible and

intangible cultural heritage, a research and documentation program is
commissioned in partnership with Rajiv Gandhi University for which a
sum of Rs 1 crore has been kept in 2018-19.

b) To create a digital museum at Itanagar, which captures the living

traditions of our tribes including dance, food, folklore, agrarian
practices, architecture, marriage and customs on an audio visual
medium so that the younger generation can connect with these
tradition in changing times, a sum of Rs 5 crore is kept which shall be
collaboratively designed by the Research department and the Rajiv
Gandhi University.

c) An initial allocation of Rs 10 crores is kept in budget year 2018-19 for

establishing a heritage village at Itanagar which showcases the
cultural richness and diversity of all tribes of Arunachal Pradesh.

d) A special allocation has also been made to the Art and Culture

department for a sum of Rs 1 crores for undertaking a linguistic
survey in Arunachal Pradesh.

e) An amount of Rs 23 Crores has been earmarked in the budget 2018-

19 to establish tribal cultural centres in all the districts of Arunachal
Pradesh.

There is a need to impart traditional tribal dialect to the young
children in the state so that they remain connected to our ethnic
roots. However most of traditional dialects of Arunachal Pradesh lack
a script. The dialects of Nyishi, Aadi, Galo, Apatani tribes is now
being captured through a modified Roman script while certain tribes
like Monpa, Khamti, Memba etc. have their own script. From 2018-19,
Education Department will formally impart tribal language teaching in



upper primary schools of the states for those tribes which have
formalised the language in roman script. Training will be imparted to
existing teachers in these schools with support of Community based
organizations and Education department. An additional honorarium of
Rs 1000 per month will be given to selected teachers for the same. A
budget allocation of Rs 1.5 crores is proposed for the same. Equally
there is a need to capture other tribal languages in partnership with
Community based organizations and Education department. For this
purpose an additional allocation of Rs 2 crores has been kept in
budget 2018-19.
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